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MERLE'S MIND
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I was out boating Saturday, and I was truly 
amazed to see the numbers of folks out there 
looking for the not particularly elusive scal-
lops.  Boats and snorkelers were wall to 
wall on the grass flats near Anclote Key.  
This made me begin to think about how 
much people are spending to chase after 
these tasty mollusks.

There are many different ways to go after 
these delicacies from the deep, so lets consid-
er both a best case and worst-case scenario.  

One of the more expensive ways to seek scallops 
would be on your 35’ boat with triple or quadruple 
mega outboards.  To start out, your boat might have 
cost a cool half a million and even for a fairly short run, 
you might drop $500 or so on fuel.  In addition to this, 
you probably have another $750 per month to store the 
boat and an equivalent amount in other various 
maintenance expenses.  

Finally you would have probably spent another $500 on food drinks and equipment.  Obviously, it is not 
fair to consider the full cost of such a boat in this calculation, but the investment would easily justify $2000 
per month for interest and another $2000 for depreciation.  All in all, if I’m anywhere close, you would have 
around $6500 invested in your scallops.  The boat limit is ½ gallon of shucked meat per day and based on 
the best information that I can find, this is about 4 pounds of meat.  This means that you are paying about 
$1625.00 per pound for your scallops; I hope that you really enjoyed those tasty nuggets!!

Obviously, there are cheaper ways to catch the stealthy scallop.  Probably the most economical way to go 
after them is to rent one of my pontoon boats.  A pontoon that will carry 8 intrepid scallop seekers costs 
$325 to $375 per day plus tax and fuel so lets say $450 to be sure everything is covered.  On top of this you 
need some food drink, ice and stuff like that.  Lets call that another $150 or so.  That gets you out there on 
the flats to get the same 4 pounds of scallops as the expensive guys get for only $600.00, what a deal, only 
$150.00 per pound.

There is a 3rd option and it is probably the one that I would choose.  I would simply go to Pelican Point 
Seafood in Tarpon Springs and buy plenty of tasty scallops.  The other thing that I prefer about this option is 
that there is no limit and there is NO SHUCKING!!

Don’t get me wrong, I have spent many thousands of dollars buying boats and/or traveling to exotic fishing 
destinations when I could have easily bought the fish for much less.  

It is usually the experience that is important, not the fish that you eat.

Merle

SIMPLE ECONOMICS
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ON THE COVER: Luiza Barros of Livin' the Dream TV, along with a friend, 
display a nice haul of West Coast Florida Scallops! Check out air dates and 

learn more about Livin' the Dream by visiting: www.livinthedreamtv.com.
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HOT BOAT OF
THE MONTH!
Blackfin 302CC
Featuring a 10’0” beam, and LOA 
with engines of 32’8”, the 302CC 
has an open, and well-designed 
layout making it the perfect choice 
for offshore fishing, recreational 

activities or destination boating. With an extensive choice of Mercu-
ry engines, and featuring a double stepped hull designed by Michael 
Peters Yacht Design, the 302CC offers one of the smoothest and 
most efficient rides in its class.

Give us a call at 727.942.7767 or visit us online today at 
www.BoatandMotorSuperstores.com for more information 
on this beautiful, state-of-the-art boat!
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FISHING

HOT & HUMID
by Tom Mohrbach

My wife and I have 
lived full-time in 
Florida for six 

years. We are sun lovers 
and knew Florida sum-
mers were hot. We were 
happy to say goodbye 
to Michigan winters and 
haven't missed them a 
bit. However, we were not 
prepared for the extreme 
June, July, and August hu-
midity and are still strug-
gling to adapt. Sometimes 
when I walk out my door, I 
gaze upwards to see who 
dumped a bucket of water 
on me, only to discover 
no one is on my roof and 
it's not raining! I'm hop-
ing in another six years 
to get used to it, but for 
now, I'm a sweaty mess all 
summer. Thank God for air 
conditioning.  

Fishing, although I usually 
love it, is difficult for me to 
enjoy when it is 95 de-
grees out and 90% humid-
ity. I know many anglers 
go nightfishing this time 
of year to beat the heat, but when 
you're in bed by ten o'clock, and 
it's light until nine, that doesn't 
work out so well. My best solu-
tion is to get in the water. Nothing 
beats the heat and humidity like 
wading into the surf and doing 
an occasional full-body submer-
sion to cool off. I have to come to 
understand that some folks even 
get baptized this way.

I know what regular readers of 
my column are thinking. There 
is no way that I would wade into 
a freshwater pond due to my ex-

treme fear of alligators. You, dear 
regular readers, are correct. I'm 
talking saltwater fishing. Surpris-
ingly, I'm not as fearful of sharks 
as I am of gators. Not that I want 
one as a pet, nor would I get in 
a shark cage and be lowered 
among hungry Great Whites, but 
I'm okay wading in ocean waters 
as long as I don't see a fin circling 
the waters nearby.

Thus, I found myself fishing; 
wading off the north side of Fred 
Howard Beach with my trusty 
Ugly Stick and Penn reel. I was 
barely in the water before I saw a 

decent size Snook cruise 
right past me. 

I affixed a couple of live 
Shrimp to a combo hook 
& leader with a pyramid 
sinker and flung it out 
there. It was a heat advi-
sory day, and the morning 
sun was already blazing. 
The big sinker no sooner 
splashed down than I was 
rewarded with a quick 
double tap. I jerked the rod 
tip back and reeled in but 
only had a healthy clump 
of seaweed on empty 
hooks. This routine was 
repeated a few more times 
until I finally hauled in a 
Sheepshead.  

I would have stayed in the 
spot longer as, despite the 
extreme heat, the water 
kept me cool. But swim-
mers soon invaded the 
area making fishing diffi-
cult. I waded back to shore 
and moved out to the first 
bridge on the causeway. 
Surprisingly it was empty 

despite it being high tide. There 
wasn't any shade, but a decent 
sea breeze had kicked up. I landed 
a couple of Mangrove Snapper 
but soon hooked the cover fish I 
had been dreaming about since I 
moved here. 
 
The giant beast took a nice chunk 
of cut bait and practically busted 
my rod in half. I whooped and 
hollered with joy as I cranked my 
reel while the drag screamed. I 
almost fell over backward when 
my line abruptly became slack. 
A few tears rolled down my 
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cheeks as I reeled in the slack line, never having 
even caught a glimpse of the mighty fish. My entire 
rig was gone, and the end of the line was frayed.  I 
returned a few days later, hoping to better my luck, 
but it was not to be. I wasn't alone as several other 
anglers fishing nearby were only catching Pinfish 
and an occasional Mangrove Snapper. 

I heard over and over that it was just too hot! De-
spite the heat and lack of quality fish, a trio of boys 
was fishing nearby. Luke, Josh, and Taylin hooted 
and hollered every time they landed a Pinfish as  
though it was a monster. They reminded me to ap-
preciate just being able to fish. Not every catch is 
a monster, but every cast defintely brings hope for 
hooking one! 

Tom Mohrbach is a retired police officer. He has 
published four novels since his retirement.  All of 
his books are available to order on Amazon. Tom 
recommends that outdoor enthusiasts who like ac-
tion/adventure stories check out his novel, North-
ern Nightmare.  See his website: tommohrbach.
com for additional information on all of his books. 
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FISHING

THE RIVERS REPORT
by Captain John Rivers

The inshore bite has been 
very good for many popular 
and sought after species in 

Tampa Bay! So, let’s start with 
Spanish Mackerel cause they can 
be found all over Tampa Bay right 
now including around the mark-
ers and near the flats where there 
is a abundant amount of bait.

Next on the menu is Mangrove 
Snapper. The bite has really 
picked up the past two weeks 
and is only going to get better. 
Chum heavily, use a light leader 
and you’ll have good results.

Redfish has been off and on, at 
least for me over the past few 

weeks. I know a few 
areas that are hold-
ing them, but getting 
them to eat is another 
story! You must catch 
the tide right and have 
the right bait, which 
is either a fresh cut 
Pinfish or fresh, dead 
Threadfin.

Snook fishing has been 
great even though it’s 
July and it’s hot out. 
The fish that have been 
out on the beach are 
starting to make their 
way back into the bay, 
but if you’re out on 
the beach, no worries, 

there are still plenty of big Snook 
to be caught. Just remember, 
they are out of season, so take 
extra care to make sure they 
swim off alive. One key thing is 
to find clean water and hit it on 
the right tide and you’ll have a 
productive day. On my last trip, 
we crushed the Snook with over 
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20+ fish and a few over 27-inches. On light tackle 
these fish are tons of fun and great for families or 
the serious angler.

Trout fishing is also very good; both in the bay and 
off the beaches. The key is to hit them early in the 
morning or close to sunset and you’ll do well.
Over the next month the fishing will pretty much 
stay the same, and you just need to find clean water 
for Snook, fish shaded spots for Redfish in the 
middle of the day and Mackerel are pretty much on 
every marker and near the flats.

Yes, July can be hot, but don’t let that prevent you 
from booking a Tampa Bay Fishing Trip with Rivers 
to Bay Fishing Charters, as we are still bending the 
rods and I’ll have plenty of water on board to keep 
you in the fight. 

Captain John Rivers has a lifetime of fishing knowl-
edge and over 20 years of experience fishing the 
gulf coast. For more information or to book an un-
forgettable fishing trip, please call 727-313-1781.
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Conversions for Clearwater Beach Area
High	 Low
-0:02	 -0:10	 Dunedin, St. Joseph Sound
-0:05	 -0:15	 Anclote Key, South End
+0:42	 +0:42	 Tarpon Springs, Anclote River
-0:07	 -0:03	 North Anclote Key
+0:41	 +0:39	 Old Port Tampa
+0:33	 +0:53	 Gulf Harbors
+0:42	 +1:05	 Hwy 19 Bridge, Pithlachascotee River
+0:50	 +1:35	 New Port Richey, Pithlachascotee River
+0:36	 +0:43	 Hudson, Hudson Creek

Conversions for St. Marks River Area
High	 Low
+0:23	 +1:18	 Everglades City
-1:17	 -1:03	 Cape Romano
-1:04	 -1:08	 Marco Island
-1:59	 -2:04	 Naples
-0:46	 -0:09	 Indian Bay
-0:59	 -0:42	 Bayport
-0:25	 +0:23	 Withlacoochee River
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TIDE CHECK

Conversions are based off of the St. Petersburg Pier. They are published strictly for reference and 
are not designed for navigational aid. Onshore-Offshore assumes no responsibility for their accuracy.



Conversions for Tampa Bay Area 
High	 Low

+0:49	 +0:58	 Gandy Bridge

+1:38	 +1:55	 Courtney Campbell Cswy.

+1:38	 +1:55	 Safety Harbor	

+0:20	 +0:22	 Ballast Point

+0:07	 +0:26	 Hillsborough Bay

+0:21	 +0:29	 McKay Bay Entrance

+0:41	 +0:39	 Old Port Tampa

-2:27	 -2:24	 Egmont Key

-2:53	 -2:46	 Anna Maria, Bradenton Bch

-2:10	 -2:19	 Anna Maria, City Pier

-1:24	 -0:55	 Bradenton, Manatee River

-0:30	 +0:14	 Redfish Pt., Manatee River

-2:22	 -1:58	 Mullet Key Channel, Skyway

+0:08	 +0:17	 Shell Point

-0:22	 -0:29	 Point Pinellas

-1:34	 -1:30	 Pass-a-Grille Beach

-1:32	 -1:05	 Gulfport

-1:18	 -0:44	 St. Pete Beach Causeway

-2:14	 -2:04	 John’s Pass

-1:40	 -1:18	 Madeira Beach Causeway

-2:00	 -1:25	 Cortez, Sarasota Bay

-1:38	 -0:58	 Sarasota Bay

-2:02	 -1:38	 Venice Inlet

-0:57	 -0:40	 Englewood, Lemon Bay

-1:27	 -0:59	 Placida, Gasparilla Sound

+1:38	 +1:56	 El Jobean, Myakka River

+1:52	 +2:30	 Shell Point, Peace River

+1:06	 +1:27	 Punta Gorda, Charlotte Hbr.

-1:12	 -1:56	 Boca Grande, Charlotte Hbr.

-0:19	 +0:26	 Pineland, Pine Island

+0:43	 +1:28	 Matlacha Pass

-0:55	 -1:14	 Redfish Pass, Captiva Is.

-0:46	 -0:20	 Captiva, Pine Island Sound

-2:20	 -2:28	 Captiva, Gulf Side

-0:25	 +0:16	 Galt Isle, Pine Island Sound

-0:30	 -0:44	 St. James City, Pine Island

+2:08	 +2:44	 Fort Myers

+1:15	 +2:02	 Cape Coral Bridge

+1:08	 +1:40	 Iona Shores

+0:51	 +0:42	 Indian Rocks Beach, ICW
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If you haven’t been over to Southeastern Fishing 
Tackle lately, at the corner of North Florida Avenue 
and Floribraska, just north of downtown Tampa, 

you should make the trip. The company is under new 
ownership and the renovations begun months ago 
are not done yet. Many things inside and out have 
changed but their commitment to customer service 
and knowledgeable staff have remained the same. 
You’ve got to come in and see the new look.

“When our regular clients come in, they can’t believe 
they’re walking into the same store they’ve been 
coming to for decades,” said General Manager,
Doug Ray.

“We’re really proud to show off our new look and 
we’re not done with the changes to the property,” 
said Ray.

The parking lot is going to be redone to add addition-
al parking spots. The entire property is getting a face-
lift both inside and outside. St. Petersburg muralist 
Jenny Pearl has completed two new murals on the 
walls facing North Florida with a breathtaking view of 
what’s under the water’s surface in Tampa Bay.

First opened in 1974, Southeastern is one of the old-
est and most established fishing tackle companies 
in the Tampa Bay area. They can outfit any angler 
for any species of fish for any season at any budget. 
All their trusted employees have decades of fishing 
experience, and they are more than happy to share 
their knowledge with you.

They have a full line of rod and reel repair services 
on every make and model. Their chief technician, 

Gary Westphal, can 
do it all. They make 
custom rods to your 
specifications for 
inshore and offshore 
fishing. They can 
also personalize your 
existing rods and 
decorate them to your 

liking. They can put line on all your reels, whether 
it’s spinning. Conventional, or baitcaster. They have 
the finest selection of braided line and monofila-
ment in the bay area. You name the fish, they have 
the line to catch them. They carry every major brand 
and if they don’t have it, they can get it for you. They 
ship nationwide with same day service. They also 
accept phone orders 
with real people who 
know how to fish an-
swering the phone.

Southeastern is 
proud to be part of 
this amazing com-
munity here in the 
fishing capital of the 
world. They are com-
mitted to building and maintaining long term rela-
tionships with their clients,fishing charter captains, 
non-profit organizations, and community leaders. 
Their friendships and partnerships are the bedrock of 
who they are.

You can come into 
their store knowing 
nothing about fishing 
and you will leave 
with everything you 
need to catch fish 
that very same day. 
They will rig your 
setup for you, tell you 
how to use it, tell you where to get live bait, and tell 
you about all the great fishing spots.

They are open seven days a week; Monday thru Sat-
urday from 9 am to 6 pm, and from 10 am to 4 pm 
on Sunday. And, check out their ad in the front of 
this issue for a 10% off coupon on your next visit! 

SOUTHEASTERN FISHING TACKLE TURNING 
HEADS WITH STUNNING TRANSFORMATION!

















DESTINATIONS

REEL IN AWESOME IN CRYSTAL RIVER
Cast your line in Citrus County, Florida for world-class fishing, year-round!

Set on Florida’s Nature Coast, just a short drive 
from Orlando, Tampa, Gainesville and Ocala, 
Discover Crystal River is a true sportsman’s 

paradise. Three spring-fed rivers — the Homosassa, 
the Chassahowitzka and the Crystal — feed into the 
Gulf of Mexico and create a rich 
fishing habitat.

This combination of fresh and salt water fishing, 
along with the pristine untouched character of the 
landscape and easy, relaxed pace of life, make Citrus 
County a world-class fishing destination year-round.

GO COASTAL OR GO FRESH
Homosassa Bay, with its mangrove shorelines, 
dense seagrass beds and network of islands, is 
known for its giant Redfish, but that isn’t the only 
species that will give you reel-burning thrills in this 
authentic Old Florida destination. You’ll also find an 
abundance of Spotted Seatrout, Cobia and Spanish 
Mackerel ready to challenge the best of light tackle 
anglers. The clear, pristine flats are perfect for drift-
ing or trolling along and taking in the scenic beauty 
all around. 

At the mouth of the Crystal River, reel in Tarpon, Co-
bia, Redfish, Seatrout or venture offshore to deeper 
waters for Snapper, Grouper and Amberjack. At the 
river’s headwaters, you’ll find Bass, Sheepshead, 
Mullet and Bluegill. 

Off the coast, the 19,000-acre Tsala Apopka chain 
of lakes connect with the Inverness and Floral City 
pools in Citrus County that are prime for landing 
largemouth bass. Shellcracker and Bluegills also 
flourish throughout the chain, making this a quality, 
year-round freshwater fishing destination.

FISHING IS A WAY OF LIFE
Fishing goes back generations in Citrus County. 
Guides with a lifetime of experience on the water 
can help you find the best honeyholes to access 
boatloads of fish, both inshore and offshore. 

While visiting, be sure to spend some time swap-
ping fish stories with the locals at unique spots 
like MacRae’s or the Monkey Bar in Homosassa, or 
Peck’s Old Port Cove in Ozello. Or, just sit back and 
watch the boats go by as you relax with a cold one 
after a successful day on the water.   

During the summer months, Citrus County’s famous 
scallop season is in full swing. The waters off Crys-
tal River and Homosassa are two of only a handful 
of places in Florida where you can gather buckets 
of fresh, juicy scallops. Dive into this local tradition 
likened to an underwater easter egg hunt. 

FROM FISH TO FORK
After a fantastic day on the water, pull your boat up 
to shore and bring your buckets of crabs, cleaned 
scallops or fish to one of more than a dozen restau-
rants or seafood shacks where a local chef will cook 
your catch in this time-honored Florida tradition.

Call ahead and let them know you’re coming, then 
have a seat and let them serve it up to you with all 
the fixin’s, fresh from the water and onto your plate.

With so much to see and do, plan your next fishing 
trip to Citrus County and discover authentically
awesome fishing and more in the soul of Florida.   

Visit DiscoverCrystalRiverFL.com to plan your trip. 

by Christine Steele
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FISHING

HOOKING SNOOK IN CLEARWATER
by Misty Wells

Snook, are one of the most 
sought after gamefish in 
our area and the State of 

Florida, for that matter. They bite 
and fight harder than almost any 
other fish; they are very smart 
and are quick to avoid capture. 
They are known for their long 
runs, speed, and acrobatic leaps, 
very similar to Tarpon.  If you 
have ever hooked a Snook, you 
know the minute they are hooked 
because they run to the man-
groves or find a pylon to wrap 
you around for the "getaway.”  
Snook are very important to our 
anglers, captains and to our area 
when it comes to the economics 
of the Sportfishing Industry.  

You can fish for Snook almost 
anywhere as their habitat ranges 
from cruising the beaches and 
jetties, hanging out around the 
docks to waiting in the darkness 
of the passes and of course, on 
the edges of potholes and the 
Mangroves. Snook are ambush 
predators, so anywhere they 
can lay in wait undetected for a 
school of bait to swim by, you 
are likely to find them. They will 
also go after a wide variety of 
baits from live Pilchards to large 
Threadfins, Pinfish and even cut 
Ladyfish. I was inducted into the 
“40-inch Club” using cut Ladyfish 
in Tampa Bay with Capt. Brett 
Norris fishing right off the edge 
of the 
man-
groves. 

In the past we have had some 
severe issues with our Snook 
populations due to Snook being 
among three of the local spe-
cies that are very sensitive to 
cold weather. It doesn't get cold 
in Florida often, however, there 
have been times where water 
temperatures have dropped 
below 60 degrees for periods of 
time and we have lost hundreds 
of Snook in our area. 

The good news is whether the 
Snook are fighting the weather 
or red tide there are programs 
in place to combat the loss of 
Snook in our area and to re-
populate the species. I wanted 
to learn more about some of the 
projects that have taken place in 
our area for Snook, so I planned 
a day on the water with my 
friend Kevin Hayslett and his 
wife Melisa. I figured let’s keep 
it local style, so I called up an-
other friend of mine Scott Flesh 
of Fishing Clearwater Inshore 

and planned an 
inshore trip. 
Now, what 
I mean by 
local style 
is all of us 
were born 
and raised 

in Clearwa-
ter, we all 

graduated 

from the Clearwater High, and 
we all raised our families here. In 
this day and age with everyone 
moving to Florida and Clearwater 
from other states, true locals are 
hard to find.  

I will share a little background 
about Kevin Hayslett. He is a very 
prominent attorney, husband, 
father of three sons, and he is 
now running for Congress in our 
District #13. I graduated Clear-

water High with his younger 
brother Kenny Hayslett, who 
is a very successful Real-

tor in our area, has raised 
a wonderful family and 

loves to fish, as well.  

24 ONSHORE-OFFSHORE
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So, all that being said, in my mind I was sure that I 
was going to catch more Snook than Kevin because 
how does he have time to fish, right? Scott checked 
the tides and told us be ready at 8 a.m. for pick-up. 
I was excited because I had not fished for Snook in 
my own backyard in a few months.  
 
The first spot we went to was quite a surprise. Talk 
about fishing off the beach; I was amazed that we 
were catching big Snook right there. No, I can’t tell 
you where the spot was; however, I can tell you the 
go-to bait that day was live Pilchards on light tackle 
and light line. We moved down to some pylons and 
structure and caught quite a few pitching baits un-
der the pier. Once we wore out our welcome it was 
time to check the jetties and the bite was hot there, 
as well. Its safe to say that the Snook population in 
Clearwater is strong and Fishing Clearwater Inshore 
has it dialed in. Thank you, Scott.

While we were Snook fishing it was good to get 
to know Kevin and Melisa. Kevin shared with me 
some of the Snook projects that he had been a part 
of with Mote Marine when he was a board member. 
Mote developed technology to culture common 

Snook back in the 1980s, focused specifically on 
catching wild Snook during the spawning season 
then transferring them to tanks to collect the fertil-
ized eggs which produced stock enhancement. 

In 2006, Mote successfully matured and spawned 
Snook in captivity during the natural spawning sea-
son. In 2007 and 2008, they successfully matured 
and spawned Snook two months before the natural 
spawning season, a first for this species held in 
captivity. Another program they are working on is 
juvenile production or nursery culture, research 
focused on increasing the numbers of healthy ju-
venile Snook for stock enhancement. I learned a lot 
about the science of our Snook population and how 
much effort goes into keeping our natural resources 
in place. 

While out on the water with Kevin I learned he is a 
good angler and that he truly cares about Clearwa-
ter. He has done a lot behind the scenes to make 
it a better place, not only to fish, but live.  Kevin 
cares about our community and our state, he takes 
an active role in preserving our way of life on land 
and the water. We do need to think about who we 

are voting for to represent 
our fishing district and what 
they stand for. Having a 
true local that cares about 
our district, cares about our 
environment and our way of 
life is crucial. Anyone who 
can keep up with me Snook 
fishing, play an active role 
in stock enhancement, raise 
three wonderful sons, and 
marry a wife that loves to 
fish, has my vote! 

Misty Wells Producer & Host 
of “Let’s Take It Outside” TV 
show airing to 38 million on 
Bally Sports, World Fishing 
Network, Waypoint TV, Hunt 
Channel, MOTV, Discover 
Florida Network & Carbon 
TV. Bass Pro-Outdoor Pro 
& Outdoor & Travel Writer. 
Founder of “A Reel Future” 
non-profit devoted to teach-
ing the passion of fishing 
& conservation to foster 
children, over 3,500 children 
& counting.



FISHING

MANGROVE SNAPPER: THE TREAT 
OF TAMPA BAY
by Captain George Hastick

Mangrove snapper are one 
of the sweetest tasting 
fish in Tampa Bay. I am 

very happy to see them making 
a comeback after that nasty red 
tide we had in 2021 that stemmed 
from the Piney Point dumping 
millions of gallons of bad water 
into Tampa Bay. Now they say 
they are going to release more 
water into Tampa Bay again in 
their efforts to close the plant 
down for good. This time they 
say it is just rainwater that is safe, 
but we will see about that! The 
water was supposedly treated 
and safe last time. 

Well, as of right now, the Man-
grove Snappers bite is alive in 

the bay and they are great for 
a hardy fight and an even bet-
ter meal. Depending on where 
you are fishing, Mangrove 
Snapper can vary in size in 
the bay from 10 inches all 
the way up to 24 inches with 
some trophies even larger 
than that. I can remember 
a few trips in the bay that 
were just stellar with fish to 
24 inches which is awesome 
for never leaving the bay!

So, where do you start to 
look for Mangrove Snapper 
in the bay? Well, that is the 
thing about Snapper in the 
bay, you can catch them 
from land or a boat. Most 

of your bridge pilings will hold 
Snapper along with the many 
fishing piers in the bay. 

There are many small piers and 
residential bridges, along with 
the larger more known areas 
that can be very productive. To 
name a few, the Skyway and 
Fort DeSoto Fishing Piers, Tierra 
Verde, Gandy and the smaller 
bridges leading out to the Sky-
way Bridge and the Skyway 
Bridge itself are all Mangrove 
Snapper magnets. If you look 
on charts or Google the artificial 
reefs in the bay you will see a list 
with GPS coordinates of quite a 
few like St. Pete Pier Bay Reef, 
Picnic Island Reef, Howard 
Franklin Reef, Courtney 
Campbell Reef, Ballast 
Point Reef, Bahia 
Beach Reef and 
Port Manatee 
Reef just to 
name a few. 
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The best situation is when you can find your own 
rock pile or mangrove shoreline that is holding the 
snapper. Then you can have your own sweet spot 
for these tasty fish. The area around Port Manatee 
and the Skyway Bridge along with the edges of 
the shipping channel between the two can be 
very productive.

If the open waters of the bay are not your thing 
you can readily catch Mangrove Snapper on the 
flats in 2-5 feet of water near many of the miles of 
mangrove shorelines, hence the name Mangrove 
Snapper. I like catching them inshore myself with 
light tackle and even sight casting to them.

Inshore, I like to use a 7’6”, 8-17 lb. rod with 10 lb. 
test and 20-25 lb. fluorocarbon leader. This way, if a 
nice Snook or Redfish takes your offering, you are 
not out matched and can still catch the larger fish 
that also hang out in the mangroves. That same set 
up with a ¾ -1 oz. jighead will work in those deeper 
water spots and bridges. Inshore bridges, I use just 
enough weight to keep the bait where you need it. 
They will eat a variety of fresh and frozen bait, so 
don’t worry if you do not throw a cast net, you can 
still catch these fantastic tasting fish.

I like to use small to medium sized Scaled Sardines, 
Pinfish and Threadfin in the 2–4-inch range. There 
are times when they will eat shrimp better than the 
fish, so if you really want to cover yourself, have 
both. In this heat we are having chunks of cut bait 
like the ones mentioned will also catch plenty of 
Snapper and sometimes in the Summer heat it can 
out produce the live bait.

So go out and try your 
luck with the Mangrove 
Snapper. Once you 
find a few 

spots that hold them, it will usually repeat every 
year. Just take note of the time of year it is and it 
should repeat again the following year in that same 
area, at that time. 

Captain George Hastick of “Fish Hunter Fishing 
Charters” in St. Petersburg has been fishing the 
waters of Tampa Bay for over 35 years & guiding 
over 20 years. From novice to professional; Capt. 
George will make you feel as if you have been 

fishing buddies for years. Contact 727-525-1005, 
www.FishTampa.com or CaptGeorge@

TampaBay.rr.com.
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FISHING

MY BIGGEST CATCH		  
by Captain Sergio Atanes

My most memorable gift 
was given to me by my 
Uncle Manuel. I was only 

5 years old when he arrived from 
Cuba to live with us until he got 
on his feet, and at only 18 years 
old he was already a diehard fish-
man. In the 50’s we lived in Ybor 
City and in those days, we didn’t 
have parks or a Boys Club in the 
area. My parents didn’t drive so 
they took the bus to work.  My 
uncle was given an old Nash 
Rambler from a friend to help 
us out and he started working in 
the shipyard within a month of 
arriving.

He would work until 2 am and go 
straight to Bayshore Boulevard to 
tend to his tins; pieces of metal 
roofing bent to form a half dome. 
Blue Crab would go under these 
tins to molt.  He would use his 
Coleman gas lantern and a #12 
galvanized tub tied to his waist. 
Underneath would be either a 
soft-shell crab that was dinner or 
a "shedder" crab that was for bait.  
The "shedder" crabs would be 
put in the crisper bottom of the 
refrigerator on damp newspaper 
and could be kept alive for a week 
or more.

During the summer we would 
leave Friday for Boca Grande 
to fish, and since no interstates 
were available, we had to make 
the long trip using US 41. We had 
to take the last ferry boat leav-
ing from Placida to Boca Grande 
since there were no bridges 
connecting the mainland to the 
island.  There, we would fish the 
shoreline and the old phosphate 

dock when we were allowed to 
for Grouper, Mangrove Snapper, 
Trout, Redfish, and an occasional 
Goliath Grouper.

Within a year my uncle received 
an invitation to join the Army 
(called the draft in those days) 
but he had lit the fire within me 
to become a fisherman. Thanks 
to his patience and time I spent 
summers fishing from the old 
22nd street bridge riding my bike 
every morning with my hand 
made rod from an old broom 
stick and casting reel donated 
from a neighbor. While other kids 
were getting into trouble, I was 
too busy thinking of caching the 
big one.

As I grew older, I wanted to give 
back, so I started a saltwater fish-
ing school and graduated over 
7000 adult students since the 
80s.  Looking back, I didn’t do as 
good a job as I should have with 
my own kids and now with all 
these computer games it seems 
like kids are spending too much 
time indoors in dark rooms, so I 
decided to do something about it 

and had my first Free Kid’s 
Fishing Clinic held at Pic-
nic Park in June. 
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Many sponsors and volunteers including many 
captains donated their time and gave up charters 
to help kids. Mayor Jane Castor also played a big 
role in helping me out by taking time from her 
busy schedule to spend time with the kids. Jane is 
a great angler herself.

Each kid went 
home with a 
rod and reel 
combo, a tote 
bag with fish-
ing goodies, 
and hopefully 
we were able 
to light that 

fire for fishing that my uncle did for me. Soon, 
we could have many future anglers on the water 
instead of being locked up in a room playing com-
puter games.

This would be my biggest catch if I were able to 
get them united with mom or dad on the water 
sharing some time together.

Looking forward to doing this again soon and 
please feel free to contact me if you can volunteer 
or donate items to help kids become anglers.

Companies Who Donated: Alberto’s AC, Litho-
binders Printers, Coastal Angler Magazine, 
Onshore-Offshore Magazine, Cracker Boy Ma-
rine, Family Boating, Stadium Toyota, Lee Fisher 
Sports, Loadmaster Trailers, OKUMA, Pathfinder 
Boats, Hubbard’s Marina, Power Pole, Fishing Ad-
ventures USA, Hook 'n' Tackle & T.A. Mahoney Co.

Captains Who Volunteered: Capt. Sergio Atanes, 
Capt. Chris Camps, Capt. Craig Lahr, Capt. Eddie 
Caldwell, Capt. Tony Frankland, Capt. Larry Fritch, 
Capt. Tom Charlton, Capt. Bucky Goldmans, Capt. 
Freddy Ortiz, Capt. Micheal Gibbs, Capt. John Riv-
ers, Capt. Drew Echenigue, Lee Murray and Capt. 
John Griffith.

Special Thanks to: Leiza Fitzgerald of CCA of 
Florida & Gena Russo of FWC. 

Captain Sergio Atanes is host of Florida West 
Coast Fishing Report on Facebook and YouTube 
every Monday night 7-8 p.m. live. He is also host 
to Aventuras De Pesca USA on national TV and 
Radio Show. Email the captain at: atanes@msn.
com, call 813-973-7132 or visit: reelfishing.com.




